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What is a bee? 

ÅClass = Insecta (3 part body and 3 pairs of legs).  

ÅOrder = Hymenoptera (two pairs of membranous wings 

and an ovipositor specialised for stinging).  

ÅSuperfamily = Apoidea (bees). 

ÅBees are actually crabronid wasps ï descendants of  

thrip-hunting wasps (sub-family Ammoplanina).   

ÅEvolved around 125 mya ï well before the mass 

extinction of the dinosaurs ~66 mya (100 million-year-

old fossil nests recently found ).  

ÅOver 20,000 species so far described ï 5 x more 

species than mammals, 3 x more species than birds.     
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ñElectrostatically 

charged tool kit 

equipped for gathering, 

manipulating and 

transporting a diversity 

of plant-derived 

products for nest 

construction and larval 

provisioningò.  



Bees in the UK 

ÅApprox. 255 species of bee 

  Ÿ  1 honeybee 

 Ÿ  24 bumblebees 

 Ÿ  230+ solitary bees! 
 

ÅAll bees get nectar (fuel) and 

protein-rich pollen (for larval 

growth and egg production) 

from flowers.  
 

Å Important pollinators ï 

especially solitary bees!  


