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Introduction to common bryophytes

Aim of course

So…… What are bryophytes?



1. Using Names and a few terms
2. Don’t expect to ID everything.
3. Use the internet for help

Home - British Bryological Society
https://www.britishbryologicalsociety.org.uk/

4. Invest in a cheap handlens

Introduction to common bryophytes

Some tips for people starting out:

So…… How many species in Herefordshire?

A division of plant kingdom ‘non-
vascular’ seedless plants

https://www.britishbryologicalsociety.org.uk/


Herefordshire’s Bryophyte species

Mosses  (Bryophyta) 366 
Liverworts (Marchantiophyta) 103 
Hornworts (Anthocerophyta) 3

TOTAL 472 species of 1,098 UK species



Thallose Liverworts



Leafy Liverworts

Frullania dilatata Lophocolea bidentata





Source:  British Bryological Society Field Guide



2 Didymodon species



Homalothecium sericeum



Source:  British Bryological Society Field Guide



Cirriphyllum piliferum and Thuidium tamariscinum



Syntrichia montana
Intermediate Screw-moss



Dicranoweisia cirrata
Common Pincushion



Bryum capillare.         Funaria hygrometrica
Grimmia pulvinata



Rhizoids and 
tubers

Bryum rubens and Phascum
cuspidatum



Orthotrichum lyellii and Metzgeria consanguinea

Gemmae





Rhytidiadelphus squarrosus



Fontinalis antipyretica – Greater Water-moss



Anomodon viticulosus



Hedwigia ciliata



Polytrichum commune





3 common grassland bryophytes:
Pseudoscleropodium purum

Calliergonella cuspidata
Rhytidiadelphus squarrosus


